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Establishment of the Working Group 
 
Australian Ministers for Education endorsed 
the Transnational Quality Strategy (TQS) 
framework at the meeting of the Ministerial 
Council for Education, Employment, Training 
and Youth Affairs (MCEETYA) on  
17 November 2005.   
 
Ministers also agreed to establish a Working 
Group through the Australian Education 
Systems Officials Committee (AESOC). 
 
The AESOC TQS Working Group comprises 
representatives of state and territory 
governments, and sectoral representatives 
nominated by peak bodies.   
 
The first meeting was held in Canberra  
on 6 February 2006.   
 
 
Key outcomes 
 
Members agreed to establish two Expert 
Groups comprising individuals with appropriate 
knowledge and expertise to develop the detail 
of quality assessment trials and data collection 
arrangements, for the Working Group’s 
consideration.  
 
They also agreed to provide comment on: 

• Quality assurance arrangements for 
transnational delivery; 

• Support for good practice in 
transnational operations and delivery; 

• A website and promotional materials 
to improve international understanding 
of Australia’s quality arrangements for 
transnational education and training; 

• Fact sheets on relevant regulations  
in other countries; 

• Showcasing Australia’s quality; and  

• Bilateral and multilateral relations and 
activities to promote and support 
Australian education and training. 

 
The next meeting of the AESOC TQS Working 
Group will be held in March. 
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Ms Fiona Buffinton Australian Education International 
Department of Education, Science and Training 
Australian Government 

Ms Linda Laker Australian Education International 
Department of Education, Science and Training 
Australian Government 

Mr Stephen  
 Trengove-Jones 

Australian Education International 
Department of Education, Science & Training 
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Ms Anne Houghton Department of Education and Training, ACT 

Mr Andrew Rolfe Department of Education and Training, NSW 

Mr David Collins Department of Education and Training, NSW 

Ms Kerry Moir 
 

Department of Employment, Education and 
Training, NT 
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Department of Education and Training, QLD 

Mr Ian Hawke 
 

Queensland Department of Education and the 
Arts, QLD 

Ms Ann Doolette 
 

Department of Further Education, Employment, 
Science & Technology, SA 

Mr Phil Geeves Tasmanian Qualifications Authority, TAS 

Mr Don Hudgson  Department of Education and Training, VIC 

Ms Judith Firkin Victorian Qualifications Authority, VIC 

Mr Jeff 
Gunningham 
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Ms Jenny Hannan 
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Mr Paul O’Halloran 
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Professor Dean 
Forbes 
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Mr Alan Finch 
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Ms Christine   
  Bundesen 

The University of Queensland (EA nominee) 

Ms Caroline Miller 
 

Independent Schools Council of Australia  
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Mr Akshay Saraf 
 

National Convenor (NLC nominee) 

Ms Nicole Brigg Queensland Department of Education and  
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